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1HK SE HS THIS MORNING.
FOBK1GN..A minor yesterday stilted th.it China

Bas withdrawn her troops from llac-Ninh..-

The forces of El Mahdi aro said to have divided.
s~~~ Franco lins naen areraed thal England holds

elnims for deranges to property of English snhjeots
iu Maotngaaeer. .. Fears aio entertained iu

France that Congress will make reprisal* for pro¬

hibiting the importation of porn. -... It was

rumored thal auothcr American Cardinal would bo

appointed.
Dom! enc.Mr. Bbeard leads in the Speakership

contest af Albany. _.. Smith M. Weed appeared
before the senate Adirondack Committee. ¦¦ ¦ -

Governor butler has explained his lateat blander,
~-Thomas H. Wheeler, n New-Haven merchant,
committed suicide.- Tho Emma Hoad ease

-rill probably go to the. jury on jonday.
.:= The races of tho Louisiana Jockey Club
began yesterday. ¦ Tho Allan Line Bteamahip
Company is to 08 stied by friends of Mis. William
Renders..!). ==r Com aad wheat dropped ia the

Chicaso market. , i Adam Forepaugh luis ar¬

ranged to buy a white elephant. . - John Me¬
diums, a Phihidelpkia mardeier, has been declared |
insane. ¦ Reis Brothers &. Co., Cincinnati,
have failed.
City and SrnniBAN.-Tho estimates of the

Board of Education and the Fire Department were

passed yesterday by tho Board of Apportionment
without being lednced.=2A reorgnnisation "f

the Heallh Department was decided on. ..*. An

Italian was arrested on _tho charge of extorting
money from a fellow-countryman. ,.; The fum ral

cf Professor B. N. Martin took place. 1.. An
action to dissolve the Eclectic Medical Collage svas

begun hy the Attorney-General. - - The Kev. J.
O. Wood lectured on " Tho Mole."_Trouble
aver a ehnrch fair caused the resignation of a

Blaten Island rector. ... A great many sh iglis
were out, and there was a mlle dash for prizes. ¦

Gold value of thelegal-tcnder-silvcr dollar (412*g
grains!, S5.74 cents.=. Stocks generally wet*

dull: som:- wen active, with sharp lifelines, and all
closed weak.
Thk WiAniKR.-Tiiliii-s-K local oheerratlona In¬

dicate clear ami wanner weather, followed by tn-
areaatageloBauaenaaadehenceael rain lats In tba
day. Temperature yesterday: Higheat, 37* ; low-

aat, SI*, average, 30°.

The appetite of the French foi colonial poa-
¦t-ssions grows bj what it feeds on. At first it
was (only tho Kingdom of Anam which waa
Wanted ; when that was secured the Ministry
¦et their hearts npon part of Tonquin ; now all
af TaovanJn la denianded, and ¦ covetous 03-0 is
cast towart] tho largo and valuable Ulanda
ofl the roast. Thc capture of Boiitay 1ms turned
the heads ot the French, if ono may judge from
the expressions in the most rc.spe<-t;.blo journals
to Parla which directly or indirectly express
official opinions. Already they are discussing
tho am.mut cf indemnity which tho Republic
Bhull demand of China ior nil tho trouble the
Celestial Empires has caused. .Meanwhile
the rest of tho world looks on in wonder at such
lolly. Some ohaerrera oven go so far ns to ask if
M. Ferry and his colleagues aro not really seek¬
ing a defeat which shall prevent the BOlidiflca-
tiou of tho llepublic. .»-

General Butler is making the best of thc short
time that is left him, to insult tho people who
did uot re-elect him Governor last Fall. Ina
letter correcting tho ridiculous blunder which
he Oonda recently, when Irving to show that BB

embezzler whom he himself had pardoned, bad
been set free hy Governor Long, he Indulges la
the most uncalled for abuse of his politi. al op¬

ponent*, and all respectable men. Ho (nain-
natos as broadly na possible that most Baaday-
Bchool teachers and clergymen aro hypocrih s,

and that if they*were in their proper pla©! s they
would bo in prison. This is the kind of talk
walch la popalar among "antart " young men

who lounge about li'juor stoics and other dis-
reputable places. Probably they will be pleased
by it; but nobody else will. The reputable
people of Maaaachaaetta aro to be congrat¬
ulated that tho Governor who thus Insulta
them nani only two or three days more to »

Allaire in Egypt daily become moro compli¬
cated. Tho Khedive consents to all reforms
proposed, but does nothing to enforce them.
Ile even talki of abdicating his throne, und
the Malidi marnies toward Khartoum. Tims
everything Batata to the practical annexation of

Egypt by England. This will give especial de¬
light to the enemies of Mr. Gladstone. Tho
.PreiTiior has steadily contended against the
.elfish intiuoiicos which, ever since Aiahir. n-

bellion, have been exerted to prevent the ful¬
filment of the promises which England made to
the world when British troops were sent to
Egypt; aud he must bo seriously embarrassed
by the present plmse of the Egyptian quest ion.
Those of his enemies who anticipate tho atatee-
toan's utter discomfiture, however, are nu-

taken in their man. .Mr. Chadstone is too wine
to place his own will in opposition to that of
the Nation. If he yields to circumstances
aft-aUy, the long and earnest struggle which be
han already made agaiu>t them will only bo tho
tnore to his credit.

-a>-

Free Traders will be deeply pained at the con¬

dition of affairs ia Holland. According to tba
sVmerican Consul at Amsterdam, a movement in
favoT of a protective tariff has boon started hy
the Holland Chamber of Commerce and Munu-
/ftcturers; and, what ia worse, thc representa-
nMvea of all the industrial iutcitbts of the hang-

lom, as well as tho artisans and woikingmen,
loaitily support it. Matters have reached such

pan that a petition hun been presented to thc

Ung asking for a turill', and declaring that
ioho of ihe promises of prosperity made when
lu- Free Trade policy was adopted have been

ealiand; but that, on the com nay, the pros-
xiity of Ihe Kingdom has steadily declined uu-

il now "whole brancheeof inhiMiy have heen

.uii.ed," and other* Bra "tending towardtotal
h i;iy." lt ia lad, very. Thone poor people
minot, or will not, nee thal tho prosperity
iromleed by the Free Tradera was not the

iroeperity ol [folland] it was thc prosperity of
bc world in general. TheirbUndnaanand their
.nc of self aili, indeed, be highlp exasperating
o tho apOBtlea Of Flee Tindo sweetness aud
ight.
We havo luoro 'ight on the promises, which

ienara, Bnekner nnd Bland aro said to have
riven Speaker Carlisle in order to get places on
he Committee* of (.'oiling.', Weight* and Meas¬
liest anil Hanking and Currency; and tho
non- light wo havo, tho moro apparent it is that
heso two wily Representatives must have de¬
rived the Speaker. .Mr. J*.tickner is reported
o be hard at work preparing bills opposed to

ho National Banking system as it exists
u-day ; and Mr. Blnnd makes the frank nsser-

ion that he will not tolerate any bills lo stay
he coinage of superfluous siher dollars. In
ds opinion what ought to bc dom) to relieve
he Treasury of tho present glut of silver is to
nuke tho coinage unlimited. And yet Mr.
Titlislo says of those gentlemen :

" Neither of
hem will do anything hostile to the financial
nteicsts ol tho country." Handy, tho Speaker
aaa deceived, or "hostile" does not inoau to
um what ii does to ordinary business men.

-.>-

The Tiro Department and Um Hoard of
Education nra tlie only two municipal depart¬
ment*, whoso estimates IOT next year's expenses
dave not been reduced by the Hoard of Esti¬
mate :ind Apportionment. Tho grant to thc
Kiro Department will meei generalapprorali
but there will bo some doubt about the wisdom
nf giving the Hoard of Education no enormous

taunt as four ami a half milli.ms. Judging from
the comment* of the members of the Hoard of
Estimate and Apportionment, their vote dona
not so much Indicate confidence that the money
aili he spent carefully and wisely as a determi¬
nation to give the ('"lunn loners of Education,
for once, ell they want, just to nee what they
will do with it. Let us hope that the money
s-s ill nil bo judiciously spent. Thara aro con¬

servative and economical Commissioners in the
Board who are exerting un excellent influence
in favor of wholesome and adequate primary in-
itruction. When they bieonio entirely in the
ascendency there will probably be little cause

for camplaint.

A YEAR OF APPREHENSION.
The business of 1883 ia practically orer,and

many rejoice that they have safely passed this
year of trial and ill-omen. Now that apprehen¬
sion no longer has fo cc to cause disaster, lt
maybe recognixed that tho fear of a panic In
1883 hal heen one powerful cause of commer¬

cial and industrial depression. It has {nen easy
to show tbat thia fear hud no logical founda¬
tion, ranics are not logical. The chief reason

whypolitical et onomy, aa tai frht in the schools,
has not won reaped aa a science is that it has
gout upon theasBumptioo that mt ii always con¬
sult their interests,;,nd act ta a rational man¬
ner, and tim-has left out of sight some of tho
moat potent furies in tho social organism. It
had become a deeply rooted belief in tho Amer¬
ican mind that common hil dil 'stcr- came with
regular periodicity, like the tides or the season"

Everybody has been looking for trouble, ever

since this tenth rear from tho panie of 1^711
began. The feu has caused caution, and the
caution prolonged dulneaa, and the dulncss
has brought disaster to vi'i-y many. Thouaandfl
of works have stopped, whoae dwi,ors would
hive gone on and "taken the chancee," if tail
had not been the year issn. Thousand*, of
enterprises, lm ludlngaome of great Importanoe,
have knocked at tho doora of capital all this
year In vain. Tnouaandf of men are out of em¬

ployment to-day, and looking sadly at tha fes¬
tivities in which they can have but a scanty
share, because a half-auperatitioui apprehen¬
sion has heen han^im: like a black cloud over

trade and industry for a twelvemonth.
Tho apprehension was not wholly supersti¬

tion-'. Prompted to look closely for sitrnsofevil,
because it was tha jaar 1883, int.plo looked,
and found not a few. It was easy to soo that
production In several important branches' had
increased far beyond the demand for consump¬
tion. Prostration in tho Iron Industry was

clearly foreshadowed by the stoppago of sales
of now railroad bonds, much moro than a year
ago. Tho state of tho iron, cotton and woollen
industries abroad was snell, before tho year bo¬
gan, that a period of einbarras«nient and forced
liquidation was hy many anticipated. Tho
general success of labor In extorting high
wages for work performed, evin though thc
work tobe done should thereby be Indefinitely
diminished, had prepared clear-headed mon to

expect tho curtailment of product ion which such
a course usually causes. As a rule, it takes
the average trades antonia! about a year of
misfortune and pinching to find out that plenty
of work brings fair wages moro Burely than
combinations to make production costly. But
tho greatest cause of apprehension, and there¬
fore, perhaps, the chief cauaeof embarrassment,
was uncertainty as to legislati-m and as to tho
effect of laws already enacted.
The proposed change of tariff, one year ago,

was frightening many who have not been hurt.
Beyond doubt, the fear of this chango operated
with many, and the hope of it with many more,
to duck business operations. "When thc act
bad heen Deseed, there was frravo doubt about
its effects, and that doubt has not boen wholly
removed. Before a clear understanding of the
workings of tho actcouldbegained, Democratic
anneen*) In ohio led to the belief that thc Con¬
gress now in session would make much moro

radical ehangea ta the tariff, and this impres¬
sion has not b<-en removed. A still more potent

of fear wm thc rapid substitution of
silver for gold ta the Treasury, and of paper
for coin In the circulation. Many sound bankers
an- still of the belief that great dis¬
asters in 1883 wore avert, d only by the
comparative excellence of tho crops. Others
fae] that tba dangerous period in the
fall would not have hi en pas ed ho safely had
Utera not boon a fortanato Hood-tide in
the revenues, compelling tho Treasury to pour
outononey freely in tha redemption of bonds.
These implosions, if not altogether correct,
were at least effective with BM _ upon whom a
mero piiperstiiioiisfearhadnoinlluoiice. What¬
ever thc cans, s tho fact is that tho year 1883
has been one of apprehension from beginning
to end, and the ablon! and ooldea! speculators
who counted upon a Speedy revival of pros¬
perity have paid heavily foi their confidence.
Tho end of such a year may wi ll bo regarded

with a sense of relief. We shall soon begin a
new year, without other prevalent fears of evil
than those which sound reason may prompt.
And of such fears tin iv ait leal than appeared
I year ago. A revision of the tariff hus laen
effected; ita result* uro now laiil/ known and

justify no serious apprehensions of evil; and it

ia tolerably sure that no further change of im-

portauce will ho made at thia session. The sil¬
ver question is better understood, and sensible
men of all shades of opinion in the past are now

united in urging suspension of coinage and of tho
Issue of certificates. Tho railroads have passed
through a severe ordeal, and yet their earnings
have been in the aggregate huger than ever.

Manufacturers have in a meaaure corrected the
i-vii of over-product ion. Tindera have light¬
ened stocks, and adjusted purchases to the ex¬

isting demand, and all those changes have

passed with so little disturbance that tho gen¬

eral .soundness of the eommi rt ial structure has

hoon clearly denionstiaied. Labor in many

ipiarters has accepted a reduction of wages, so

thut production dining the next year

may ba continued at lower cost. On the whole,
the situation ic in every way more encouraging
than it was a year ago, and the greatest reason

for encouragement is found in tho aba*-nco of

tho apprehensions with which tho year 1889
was constantly haunted._

ME OLNEY ami THK 0AMBLERS.
The gamblers of New-York are notoriously nn

exceptionally clear-sighted (lass, with the
keenest of eyes for their own interests. No ono

keeps aebarper watch than they on tba authori¬

ties, and especially on the Police Department
and tho Pistriot-Attonioy'soffice. They know
those two divisions of tho city government
through and through. Indeed, the knowledge
of somo of them is so closo and intimate that

keepers of faro banks and "backers" of policy
shops have been the daily companions and
trusted friends of police officials and prosecut¬
ing officers. John Mi Keon did what no Dis¬
trict-Attorney before him had done for twenty
vears.he shut up the faro-banks of New-York.
The gamblers, who laughed at tho notion of In¬
terference from the Potten Depaitnieut-for if

any "raid" was planned In Mulherry-st., they
knew all about it us soon as thc detectives did.
understood thoroughly thut Mr. McKeon was a

man to be feared. There wen- serious scandals
and abuses in his office, but ho deserved credit
for this: ho not only dosed the faro-banks but
he kept them closed.
The gamblers wen- greatly disheartened bj

the appointment of Mr. Wheeler li. Peckham-
Hore was a man with all of Mr. ll. Koon's In¬
flexible integrity, hut with Cai nioraenergy and
force. They sadly resigned themselves to an¬

other year of unprofitable i<ll< tn--. l?ut they
have plucked up courage since Mr. Olney took
the oflice, and in Anii-st. and Ila relay-st. the
cards fall and tho hall spin-, a- of old. The
fraternity of professional swindlers evidently
think that in Mr. Olney they havo to deal with
n man of different stuff from that of which Mr.
McKeon and Mr. Peckham wen- made, and
under his administration tin y do not expect to

be molested. Are they light oran- the tsioiigT

MODERNIMPBOVEMBlt TS IS Kl >TS.
A paper by General K.L. Moltaettx, in the

Journal of the Military Berrica Institution,
directs attention to the fait that if WO should
over hiive riots again in N'cw-York, th" mob
would havei advantages and resources it never

had before. Tho papal ls a curious profea-
BtOnal study, and, fortunately, does not pi
an urgent inti rest in the lenee that any one

dins or expects riots. In this city. The Draft
riotsof 1883 and th" Orange affair of 1873
wile both duo to special tttclttttg CaUSCS, which
may never bo duplicated. In none of the great
cities of tho world hara ihe poorer claaaaaafl
great a powat oral their arra government as In
New-York, and nowhere would they evei have

gain by tho blind revolts against eonatf<
tuted authority nfl the soiree of all misfortune
and poverty that aro aometlmea teen among
the Ignorant populaUona of European cities.
Here there la too much intelligence, wagea ara
too gm fig theie nra too m.my newspapere, to
permit tho existence of a mob claaa, and thara
never was less (langer of riots than BOW,
Vet every city in liable to sudden ebullitions

of bad temper in the populace, and lt la friaa ta
be prepared to meet them. If they never come,

tha preparations will have done no hann. The
moll of tho future in any quarter ot tba world
will ba stronger and more dangerous by reason

of modern Inventions than tba mob of tba past.
The riots at Lyona, Franco, showed that the
mob had already learned the nae of dynamite
and other explosives. It is oin lons that it will
he necessary, undi i such eiicum«tancos, to keep
mbbfl nt n greater distance tIntn formerly when
they wove armed with perhaps only sticks und
stones. This can prohahlv he done without
relaxing any of the rahs of law, which have
sometimes compelled aoldlera ta Mtbmit to
actual onslaught by the mob balara th" military
power was allowed to assort itself. General
Molineux believes it is merely a question of
time when troops will be forced in their turu
to nae dynamite against rioters.
Tho Parisian barricade has never been

Americanized, but General .Molineux points out
that the New-York streets are crowded with
the best material for making bari ii ados.vk.,
tho telegraph poles and wires. Cut these
down, nnd a formidable mass of timber nnd
wiro would bo erected which would be almost
itnpTssahlo to troops subjected to n tire from
sui rounding buildings. 'I roops could make
similar barricades, of course, and with a little
engineering skill they could bo made useful
against rioters nnd yet not iinpassahl.- hy tho
troops. Instead of thc old-fashioned on.iiihiises
and carts, which played so Important a part in
Parisian barricades, it, is suggested that both
sides will uso horse-cars, with which strong
barricades could he made.
Peaceful citizens need not bo alarmed at such

suggestions, and Imagine that any ono expects
an e'mutte. Bal it is an old adage that in peace
is tho time to preparo for war, and the degree
of readiness on tho part of tho National Guard
to quell a disturbance which might bo pre¬
cipitated upon us is worthy of tho considera¬
tion of the authorities. General Molineux
suggests, among other things: that dealers in
anns bo required by statute to keep a record of
their sales, with tho names and addi esses of
purchasers, so that the authorities may know
where arms aro. Armories, public buildings,
and even private residences, should havo re¬

serve lighting facilities in tho way of lamps,
lanterns, oil, candies, etc., in case tho light
supply should bo cut off. The protection of
tho water supply should bo prodded for. There
should bo a better system of Biguuls for con¬

veying orders, both by flag and torch signall¬
ing, tho heliograph, and alarm bolls, in case
wiro communication is interrupted, These aro
some of tho moro important of the measures
of prevention General .Molineux suggests, lio
makes many recommendations regarding
methods of dooling with tho mob itself, which,
it is to be hoped, the National Guard will never
have to put into use.

OASES OK MIS1AEEN IDENTITY.
-**curious case of mistaken identity has re*

ceimy boen recorded in Tn* Tbiblne. A mun
died some months ago in a city hotel. Tho body
was identified by one John Brown as that of his
brother James. The identification waa assured
by reference to a certain peculiar scar on one of
the supposed brother's legs. On examining the
corpse the scar waa found, ajuwuriug tba da*

wription of the brother. So he took the funeral
in charge and paid all tho expenses, and thus the
matter rested until the other day. when to tho
wtonishment of all concerned the man who
wan supposed to have been buried six months
In-fore stopped Into his brother's home, alive
ind well. In this case the remarkable fact was

hat the body of the stranger should have re¬

sembled that of Janies Brown even to the enin-
ridcnce of the scar; and yet, strange as this
.ase is, it belongs In a by no means meagre eat*
"gory. Indeed, if it were possible to collect al!
(he similar well-authenticated instances of con¬

fusion of identity because of close and detailed
ri 'semblances, the world might bo disposed to
relinquish the common supposition that no two

liuinaii beings are precisely alikp, and might
^include that Nature was in the habit of turn¬

ing ont pairs at least from the samo mould, and
perhaps occasionally larger numbera.
Hut even such a theory would not account

for all that is mysterious in this class of cases,
For it would leave unexplained the not infro-
¦pient Instances in which identity of blemishes
ind defacements occurs. Take tho fact of tho
identical scars in tho Brown case,and this could
be paralleled without the least difficulty. In-
jtancos have occurred in which the resemblance
ins boen carried so far that apparently every
mark aud peculiarity on one body has been re¬

peated on another. Nor aro we (.peaking of
:wins, between whom, as ls well knowu, there
iften exists a Hiibtlo baud of union; but of peo¬
ple who are strangers to ono another, and who
H-rhaps novel met in their lives. Of course,

ho conventional explanation is embraced in
;ho word "coincidence," but unfortunately that
ivord does not make the phenomena one whit
non comprehensible thati they were before.
So doubt tlnre aro many cases of mistaken
dentity in which tho original assumption of
dentity was not warranted, and when the con-

litions ha\o been such as to render recognition
liQicult. But setting all such cases aside, there
remains a long list of others in which, with
ivory opportunity to make tests, the evidences
dave appeared 80 strong as fully to justify be¬
lief t so strong that souk times courts of law

tiave been Iii doubt as to the bane, Cases have
hoon known in which a wife was enable to tell
which of two living men waa her husband; in
wbieb mothers barabnan completely deceived
its to tho identity of their offspring J in which
brothers and sisters have bean equally bewil¬
dered anti misled.
If it ia Chance alone tba! creates all these

strange and confusing resomhlances, lt would
seem necessary to postulate iu Chance a certain

pnrpoeefolness tba noan conception of which
must neutralise tha atortattous character of the
occurrence. Hut modern Science teaches usthal
there ls Lo roch thingM chance; that lien s-

sity rules; that Law governs the Universe;
and it follows, therefore, that there must be
some law governing these apparently capric¬
ious cases, if only it could ho found out. Cali*
han Upon BetebOS WOUld nO doubt reject the
idea of law in tho premises altogether, and
attribntes tba whole affair to tba arbitrary
caprice ol the Power which he hatedand feared.
lt would, however, be an interesting subject for

investigation by some evolutionist of leisure
and means, for it can scarcely he doubted that

the phenomena, if soluble, would praoenl val-
l'..ilt.c suggest inns.

AN OLD SUBJEi 1.

Wine on New-Year's Day.aa old subject,
tbe reader. So it is. But ia it any tbe less

Important because it has cine up nian> years
before now and will do so for ninny years to

1 The habit of reckless and indiscrimi¬
nate ottering of wine aol only on New*Y(
Day hut on many other occa lons is reeponaible
for <t great deal of misery. This is not tin- \ Lew
of "temperance fanatics" but of many who usa

themselves, who otter lt to friends when
they know there is no reason why they should
not da so, and who believe in i arise enjoyment
of all tho pleasures in whit h n ied and cul¬
tivated people indulge tbemselvee.
We have In mind now tba BBSS ofi young

mali who was entertained at the hons.. ol
friend-belonging toa gay, well-bted circle, as

far removed from tba atmosphere of niuo Rib¬
bon aocietoea and Sunday evening temperance
meetings as could well bo Imagined. What was

theil dismay and grief to lind, two years later,

that the gl.tns of wine taken nt their table bad
heen liio means of .sweeping the young man

badi Into habits ba bad fought his way out ol,

and had been the beginning of a two yean1
debauch, lea. bog him fail ly a ruined man. This

was startling to them. They bad beard of such

t«*tagS only in tracts and speeches, and, if they
believed them, never did realize them. It WSS
with a. sudilen shock that thia experience came
into their happy, uneventful lives. It taught
them a h'si'ii. How raany of those who 1

large panics, and milken point of generous
hospitality iu furnishing wino and liquor to the
men, stop to think what habits they may be

helping to form among tba boys and young
men 1 Tho lust Sunday ot the year is not a bad

day to think of some of these things, and thc

first day of tba New-Year will be a good da] I"

piotit by such retlection.

MOVEMENTS TOWARDBBL10I0U8UBBBTY.
A few items of foreign news which havo been

tell graphed during tho last week have an im¬

portant bearing upon tho religious life of the
world. There is, Anti the. accumulating evi¬
dence that tho Falsa Prophet ls causing a seri¬
ous disturbance among adherents of tho
Mnhometun faith. Not only in tho regions of

tho Upper Nile, where his authority seems to bo
acknowleged by all Mahometans, but in the

greater part of Egypt and in other adjacent
hinds, the vii t..ry of El Mahdi over a force led
by Europeans has done much to strengthen tho
belief that ho is indeed tho trim prophet for
whoso coining tho children of Islam have
longed. Tho expected deliverer, who wau to
ions., the faithful ton new crusade against in¬
fidels of every sort, and eventually conquer tho
world to the truo faith, according to prophecy
was to be In many respects such a person us Kl
Mahdi ls, or ls believed to bo, aud to other
credentials ho now adds the picstigo of decisive
victory over an army led by Christians nnd tent

to subdue him. Hut, while his power has grown
so that soiuo competent authorities believe a

considerable anny would bo required to arras!
his progress, tho Sultan and the nominal head
of tho .Mahometan Church denounce him ai
an impostor, uud call upon tho faithful to resist
him. It is remembered, of course, that a burge
portion of tho Moslem world has disputed thc
authority of the present Sultan, as being not
the legitimate Caliph, and of tho present Sheik
of Mecca, as being u mere creature of infidel
power and not the rightful representative of tho
Prophet. This division among the faithful
renders tho pretensions of El Mahdi dangerous
to tho Sultan nnd to ull who oro wielding power
derived from him, and lt is not without reason
that the Khedive, nominally li not rcully kin
representative, declares that he will abdicate
unless England at once takes measures to sup¬
press the False Prophet.
But England has other questions to face.

Lord Ripon, Viceroy of India, is said to havo
arranged thut a bill for the disestablishment of
the Church of England in India sholl be iutro-
duc-Ml tata Pajltameat. Thia brings into incou-

vcniont prominence, at this time, the whole
question of the relations between Church and
State, not only in India, where less than one in
I thousand of thc taxpaying population is
Christian, and only a fraction of tho Christians
are of tin- English Church, but in the British
Islands also. These questions are the more

difficult to meet because the Church wields a

coi tain powet in the House of Lords, and in it
organisation is so interwoven with the British
Sj stem of aiisTocraey.that a radical change in tho
relations of Church and .State would be apt to
Involve a radical change in the form of civil
government.
The recent visit of the Crown Prince of Ger¬

many to the rope, it is stated, was mainly for
the purpose of promoting an adjustment of eon-

tlicting claims betweon/the temporal and spirit¬
ual powers in the German Empire. Thc result
th.is not fully appear as yet, and it is possible
that other ami moro carnal ends were sought
by tba interview, but in Germ my, ns l '-<--

where, events all turn toward greater religious
freedom. Tho rupture in the Moslem world, if
prolonged aa it is likely to be, will tend power¬
fully in tho same direction, and the great in¬
crease in tho number of Christians in India,
according to tho recant census, is another in¬
dication of importance. It is possible, too,
that tha disturbances in Tonquin and on tho
soul hern frontier of China may ultimately
open densely populated legions to Christian
influences.

THE STKDY OK MODERN LASH CAGES.
A few days ago tlie question of establishing a

MoneraLaaguaga "Tripos," or examination, canto

up in Cambridge 1,'nivorsity, England, and the prop¬
osition waa defeated. The majority againsr it,
however, was so slender that the friends of the
Bssaanre are to indent that they wtll before long
gain a victory, the Incident marks a great change
of sentiment ta England on the subject of educa¬
tion. Qreek aad Latta have loag eeassd to be re¬

garded as the si,h' hasisof a liberal education, and
Cambridge University Itself ls thu bert possible
witness that mathematica al least moat i»- consul*
ereil on :i l.-vei with tin- dead languages iu the
Boheme of mn.lem education. Natural science, too,
lins Rained a tina and enduring footing both at
Cambridge and Oxford. lint for som-, r.its.m not
clearly discernible thean great uiiiv.-r.sii i--s hara
drawn the imo sharply ut modern lengnagee,
and have declared that no flagies shall
ba conferred oa those who engage in tho
.itudy nf tin- living tongues which may become moat
valuable to them in later life. No good reason can
bo urged for this mar.-.!'. Anystudyof practical
raine which is large enough by itself 'nt..kc up

ral years of a student's life in mastering it de-
Bsrres recognition hy an Institution olaimlng to ba
a aniversity. When a better view <>f education ob¬
tains in England, thc present unwise policy .viii
doubtless he reversed, and th.- study of modern lan¬
guages will take ifs place side hy side with tho
study of Greek and Latin.
While the study "1 fln« h.s. ea must still hold an

honored place ia all comprehensive Boheme* of edu¬
cation, car.- must h.- tiik.Ti tn recognise rite just
el,nins nf (,tier Studies, many of which have
arisen into being darin,' th" hist hundred
years, The day la psst, if Indeed it over existed,
wiena morely classical edu adonis of any great
.niue in the pursuit ,,f wealthor feme. A.liberal
education now must Include notonly anchatudiesas
discipline iii-' mind sud improve the literary facul¬
ties, bat i ls,, such ns will e a.'ii 11.-those wno engage in
them to maa* their way rn the world withe!
m.i.l.st comfort. Although England stands hui,mi?

theur- il nations of tho globe, thara
ls little or no pro Inner Kata of learn¬
ing for tin- acquisition of modern languagesrso neces¬
sary in commerce. This anomalous ~i.it,- of snail*
cannot lust mach longer. If the great histed,'
universities shall refuse to offer facilities for their
study, nther Institution* will be estsbllshed which
will more truly rennel the neilla and desires of the
Ai.xleni world. And lt la evident fruin the discus¬
sion of tho modem language professors who have
!,. BB in session at Columbia College during the last
wt <k, that in this ooUBtry also the importance
.¦f th.- -ti,.ly ..I' tao.lcm languages i* fully appro*
ci-it ci I.

__________________

Prank K. Sherwin, once of Wall street, who was

sentenced to two yeearV imprisonraeni in tba pen!
tentiury .m Friday, ut albany, seems to have I.n
greatly aorpriaad hy the aetion of the court. His
counsel, Congitasman Spriggs, ls said t have
'¦ turned white with rage." Neither expected any-
thmg nure than a fine, whioh Mr. sherwin, who is

w.-althy, was ready to pay. it ts diihYult toses
that Mr. Sherwin had .my good reason f"r relying
npon thc court for more mer, ifni treatment I
poorer man might hara received. Mr. Sherwin
was convicted mi one count, and then pleaded
guilty on others, of contempt of court In nol obey¬
ing a aubposne in the trial of Charles H. Phelps,
the d.-faulter in thc Btete Treasurer's office. Prob¬
ably the explanation of Sherwin's failure to attend
was to he found in tho dying statement of Phelps,
read hy Mr. Moak ba the court-room, in winch tne
defaulter declared that 9120,000 ont of tho $-.'30,-
(»00 stolen by him went to Sherwin. It
has al .\iiys he.-n believed thut there were
m.n surrounding Phelps who profited far
ii'Te than ho did by his thefts, If the
Judge felt that the evidence WSS stror.g on this
point against .sherwin.end his remarks seemed to
show that h.-did.it is easy to understand why he
felt under no obligation to treat .-sherwin tenderly
in senteaetag hun for a aims of which lt had been
lound possible to convict him.

Tho figures given of the settlement nf th.- judg¬
ment obtained against tho elevated roads hy Major
Harrold show what an excellent ohai ie, aa things
sre now going, tha lawyers have of Inheriting tho
earth. The saul paid to Major Harrold was$36,-
283 lil.ii good round sum to get from a railroad
company for personal damages and the sam which
th.- Mn.'...' will hara left when he baa paid the
claims already pending against the money will be

just gl3,315, The doctors have been comparative¬
ly moderate, Theil hills aro not expected to
amount, all told, to moro than (3,1.00. Hut one

lawyer ls to have ,§4,800, sud soother 87,7401
B3,090 moat be paid for coate, and §6,032 must be
deducted which was advanced to Ifsjor Harrold foi
Ids support during the f,,nr years'litigation. s>

that ut the end tho lawyers get Just as much us th*
victim of the accident. We hope Major Han,,..I
will not be so ungenerous or so unreasonable us to

complain of this._
Denis Kearney, the Sand Lota orator whose re¬

cent attempt to start a labor movement In thi etty
was a wretched failure,has abandon.>d tho political
arena and is at present engaged In the lueratlv*
employment of selling pies aad kindred refresh¬
ments si Ocean Beach near Sen Fraaoiaoo. Denis
seems to hiive a hard time of it tn finding out just
where bis forte lies. Not Battened with the dray
business, which paid him a li.iud.soin,> Income, ho
took up the cry

" The Chinees must go,"a:.,l became
a Send Lota orator aad labor agitator. For some
tim.- he met with success aad had a large fellowing,
but a year or two ago he experienced a ndden fall
in popularity. Last summer,when in New-York for
the purpose of founding a warktngnien's party, BS
was snubbed by his old supporters, and given tbs
cold shoulder hy tlie leaders and mouthers of all
labor organizations. After several anaaeeessful
attempts to o'otaln i hearing from thom, he aban¬
doned his mission, packed his grip-sack and
returned to his native heath. When the profits
from tho dispensing of pio and doughnuts havo
reached asutisfactory figure, Denis will probably,
Uko many othor disappointed politicians, open a

gorgeous liquor shop and make a bid for the fash¬
ionable patronage of Baa Francisco.

PERSONAL.

Bismarck's voluntary roduotk.n of weight from
297 to 193 pounds has materially improved both
bia appearance and his health.
Tbe forthcoming Congressional Directory will

state that" Ihoiuae 1'. Ochiltree, of Galveston, is

the first native Teran ever elected to the Congress
of the United States."

s

Mr. Henry Villard, president of the Northern Pa¬
cific Railroad Company, has been confined to hts
house by illness for several days. His condition is
said not to be serious, tint his physician recommendscomplete relaxation from business yarea of all kinda*.
He was much better yesterday.
The late Thomas Knowles, memberof tho British

Parliament, was the son of a common pitman, and
at nine years old hi m.self worked as a collier's boy
for half a crown a week. He died at fifty-nine
weal thy, popular, a prominent member of tho House
ot Commons, and one of the most iullucutial men in
Lancashire.
Judge Geddes is said to tie thc most solemn look¬

ing member of the Ohio delegation in Congress. He
is tifty-uine years old, tall, lean .angular, with a
big head savored with irou-gray hair, a long, thia
face, and a high, intellectual forehead He has a
moderate fortune, and lives at Manstield in a
handsome frame house situated on a hill which the
neighbors call "The."Saint's Rest.-'
Representative "itdl" Morrison, of Illinois, is de¬

scribed as a knotty but well-proportiou man of
medium height, with a well-shaped head, generally
disheveled hair, bushy eyebrows, black Byes, short
grizzly beard and mustache, an I for a fanner, sin¬
gularly small hands and feet. He wears a slough
hat and carries his hands m his pockets. He lovos
to lean with bis back against a pillar in Hie hotel
lobby ami talk sense and nonsCBM intermingled to
a throng in front of him.
"Joel Chandler Harris'' (t'nele B»mus), a

Georgia man is quoted in The PkOmdelunU Bonan an

saying, "is a little, red-headed, freckled-faced
farmer's boy. justabout as handsome as a burnt
shoe. He is a good fellow, and blight, but indo¬
lent. He bas been well treated byles Atlanta (on-
btitution people. They give htin a good Hillary for
writing aa hoer or two every day. tn addition te a
very nice house which tln-v gave aim outright as a
Christmas gift, I think, bo ne bas plenty of lime
for literature and a BoSasaal place te Vatua ta."

'1 he day after tho late General Thomas L. Kauo
wiis captured by the CoaJsaetateS al Harrisonburg.
Va., Ib l»tJi!, a distant relative, a citizoii of Vir¬
ginia, visited him iu the room where he was con¬

tine.1, and greeted linn with " How do vou do,
Colona] Kanni Von BO doubt have forgotten nie, it
ls so long sines sm Inst met. I am-." "Oh.
yes," interrupted Kane, " I remember you well. I
:im pleased to sc you, bat reg**! that the eircuin-
Hences Of our sassting are not more pleasant/
" Thej are rather unpleasant," said the rebel; "but
then, you brought them ui>«>ii yourself; you should
not have come here ; you-" " Leave the room
this instant, sir!"roared tho wounded prisoner;
" leave un-, this Instant ! Von are the only bloch-
111 il I have eneount( red iu Virginia!"
Ernestine Wegner, tba "queen nf timonitsss*

ami "darling of Berlin and the Fatherland,"si
dead. Hern i rOlri ~raa that of the joaaaj
hussar in " Our Youngest Lleutensut," and with it
a characteristic little storyis connected. When
she first went to Berlin, her theatre aaa crowded
ev.ry night by tba young mea of the Kuya!
Hussars, then quartered there, to aaa her in this

play. And of course many ol them so*urh£herae*
qusimance, but tn vsin. she wonldnot allot*ooo
oi then eva to b.< introduced to her. But aftera

.]u ibe inddenly sci epted thc attentions of

one.the youngest and vainest coxcomb oj thees
all. For a fortnight sh" permitted him te '**
almost constantly by ber side, awl of eoerea with
each day ho grew more vaia of his own charm*.
which had, ssbs fondly fancied, achieved for him
a signal triumph where so many of his comraaes
bad failed. Hut be waa in a fool's paradUe
this she b;ide him go to thu theater that evening;
I,, see her in a new role which she hud h. . n -.

iOg ever suire sile had the i\tl'e'ne felicity of l.l.'lk-
iua bia acquaintance He went; be taw; audio*

. tl. For iu the pit,hss glare of the footlights
he saw.himself I lits net attitudes, grimaces, in¬
tonations, manners, rtj le. conceit rt airs, were car¬
icatured with torturing fidelity, while his on.'-time
envious rivals screamed aith unhallowed glee at
hts dis.-.a..liture, iin.l Ernestiue Weaner's bright

.nii.d with th.- maddest miscmef that ever
had illuuiiued the Berlin itage,

WatSHixQTOB, Dec. 29..-Dr. I. Morrison, of tits

Nautical A Imanpa Office, Wash in gton. luis been
leeted a Fellow of the Boya! Astronomical Society

of London.
Washington,Dec. 20..The War Department baa

been informed that Major-l.eneral Hancock, who .s

now at Lou Angelos, Cal., has entirely reecvercd
his health.

GESKKAL SOTES,

Tho fair and fostiral of Hazlett Pout si
th,« (rnvnd Army of the Kt-piibll- Bl /.anas

ville, Ohio, ls a surprise te thut ci cnuuKy,;
who had no Idea of the iiiinib.ir of Steen**! i

Bad floonrattTa tiessoro* witina thoTrollnrtlrdj i i

sciye.iiit Mi-,,n I- ,.,.! ,,f the BttraCllotlal, blt

Betty is n,it in attendance, oat ls the baby.
A ti.ll of about three-fourths ol sn acre inez*

teat ass been soUed to tbs Botaateol Qareee si iiunard

College for th,- *pecisl porpeseef Ulm tessa*

Qray*a " sfsnnaltM which comprises tb* plsata abash cw

.-.nt .>f the Mi-fj.-ippt and noitiiof Worth i .,,,:,iii. Tub
Held will be taranarormed into u miniature country ut
li.e'.int.iiu, morah sad [dam, with the curias
ttl, v.irio.i eoadlttoni o' thad*, motatur* oed temperates*
demaadedb* Um dlSeieai plaata.
A few hopeful souls have fancied that becaust

-hiplus wais i-'ft over Orso* hon veil'- Bhaadsnl i.-a

crop, .mil because the recentooM weather nv* pta t

thor bountifnl harvest, prices would ss rssses /

low next BOBUBSr, Hut the UMBI tl p lb. " BBS known

Bad th* dealer* who have been sustained and
toothed hy un unfaltering trait, ar* bow Justified by the

icement thiit bot Ii b vast quantify of snow has
fallen os temaka Ita frightfully sxpentlv* Joel* g-t xt
the locbeneatn.
The Northern Soup Boclety of l'liihuh lphi.i,

which wa* ocgOBbsd in lsl7, und his conducted itt

luiiii.ir.e work every *rtnt*r stace that time, spaaed it*

dispeia'lug-rooiu for the SSSSBa BS Wednesday. Ths

BOasa lt provided wltb three caldrons, with a espaeity of

150 gallons "iK-h. Last BBSSOB l'.'l.iliH pints of .s. ;p

were gratuitously distributed, BS4 S.52S piata vet* Bi ,d
at thant* of twa cents » pint. Its preparation coav

eumed 83 busheLs of peas*, ni bushell >f Deana, 30 n- <

of petatoes, 2,600 poaadt ot hominy, 84 bushels o( tur¬

nips, ,ia,i beor worth gildi and 11,160 pounds of tessi
wera aupplled With lt

The Philadelphia Press makes the charge tba!
" u u twenty yen's shoot proftaalenBl gambling Soarishcal
lhITall.ulelphi3Jri.lt il,n's.it th* ires, nt tim,," sad SB*

elana that all the prominent gatabungestsbUthaieBtt' -i

conducted wtthin the knowledge st th* poUea, sad di.

re.'Uy or Indirectly under their protection, May** Klnir,
lt ls said, who Iii t hf p-.-t BOB ordered BBVl i .il rai.I- \i hlsh
resulted iu nothing, now takes the position tli.it m,:.io

tltiaTT. must timi make .ni .illili-ivit SBOrglBg tli.it B BU*>

OSBM .iii"' h.'s t BBB on,u It'd, " and r 1, us." BB] I le ire .*,

"he altos posslTilj unwittingly.oil tin- protection te tbe
gamblert tint they desire. None but profeoslotiai
..pu'.tiers' will maw public th* tact that they hara
been in a fare den, tad tue tqneolers' onlj bring tail ia

order to have their silence pun booed." / lt fVwsf ad la to

its Indictment a deacriptton of the mott consplclous gara,
bllng hons**, with their location, the names of ih tr pro¬
prietors uud the Bioaner m wbieb they sra operated.
One of the iiiciaViits of Shays Keb.-Hi, ii is

.1 ny a correspondent of The tar li ,'i tld /.'-. oM BB ,.

When the last eh.,w oforganized sppoaltloB had baan

Brushed ell the Buueoateata maeaoketa BeihBkhe**s«
brand tho opportunity of returning to their BUegatJO*)
exception ons tough old rebel whewanMaol Boneoder.
but ass nraaeat eaoagh tu sst*** a retired spot ness

which to breathe cut tkresUatags and alsugLtsr. He

would climb dully to the tor sf I lofty pinnacle overlook.

Iw? the lli.us.it.'nie Valley sad shout " Hurrah f..r Das**!
shivs aad a.a tba t*n**rae.H .tow last wont wm hit

pronunciation of the inline .f il, u.r.tl I.i.i, "lu Whohog
.suppi.'-sed tba rebellion. "Every morning." writet tha
corre-poudent, "rain or thine, hot oi .bout

tunrlte, pa**er*-b) snd those living In Hie vicinity I
the Imprecation roared out from tbs rooky citadel ->

harmleas a form of hottUlty wt* laughed at tai a time,
ibis musket ¦ J tome f.m-

lovtag roting patriots, frightened the old rebel, wh.>
vtinisiied over tl'.- border into tho State of Nsw-York .md
wat beard of ns more."
Tba shinbutMlnp tadustTJ of Maine has Blain*

taiucd, on the whe. isfsctery condition dur¬

ing tho psst year than the BcavatUag law freights last

iprlaj mai* it tata to expect. The total teaaags af th*

year ls ISSI hy only H77 than that of iBBl, whit h SSess t-

cd that of 1»H1 by about 10,000 afton Tho BB¦karel
built this year ls 174, oe fol .cwt: Schooners, Mil j

ehlps, 13i steamers, Ol sloops. 7 j BOrtaalBttS, S| baikt,

.ii brigs, 2; aggrepatlnB 74,70^.1:1 tons. The ltogimi Jm<r-

naytayti " Tb«> low freights that have prevailed the

cresent year hld fair le continue Baring 1884, aad oS>*
no Inducements to ship-owners t,. Increase thetr leets.
The probability thut ls that the tOBBOgt m tt yass will
not be any larger than the present, unless un iron Bloat
Bhnllbo put lu ut Uathiti iTiiiii'vtinii wi li th.

line lion Works At tbe present Mme there ls un Utquiry
for Iron steamers of 1,500 tons burden for the Cir

Mouth Amerleuu liiulo, uud those who li.ive mule tho

Both Iron Workt u sueoe.s ur*- now to in¬

augurate tho buildlnu of lion ships in thal illj, withs
(air prospect ot success."

A few ninpri iHihlisherlhythe Northern Tri
contluoiit.tl .Survey give tome Idea sf th, slope nu,I wilna

of the work carried ou by »'rofes«er PuutpcUy BBsl tis

associates. These maps cover the TaktatS tai OtSvSBB
regloutol WothiiiglotiTerrlioiy iiml tin- ,I.,il.lli B*MtS*l
Moutona. The typogropUlo tealuxas ot Uto ooauuy ar*


